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a wide central depression. The peninsula is composed of
ancient rocks, covered by Tertiary deposits in the north.
The whole region was greatly eroded and the surface levelled
down in ancient times. But the river system was rejuvenated
by an elevation of the land during the Pliocene period. This
recent Tertiary upheaval is reflected in the present existence
of more than sixty volcanoes, seventeen of which, situated in
the eastern range, are still active. The most prominent of all
is the snow-capped giant Kliuchevskaya, which rises to a height
of nearly 16,000 feet. Above 5850 feet all the mountains are
snow-covered, even in summer. Near the volcanoes there
are numerous hot springs.
Although the climate is somewhat milder than that of the
previous region, it is much more severe than that experienced
in similar latitudes in European Russia. The western shores
experience the longest and coldest winters. The snowfall is
relatively heavy, commencing in October.
Along both the western and eastern coasts there is snow,
rain, or fog on most days of the year. From October to April
the purga is an almost daily occurrence. In summer stormy,
changeable weather, with rain and fog, is common.
Most of the northern part of Kamchatkha is covered with
vegetation of the Tundra type. Except on the highest slopes
of the mountains the remainder is forested. There are magni-
ficent forests of spruce in the south, where the appearance of
the country is similar to parts of Sweden. The larch and pine
are also common. Along the coast, the stormy, damp nature
of the climate causes the thick forests of the mountain slopes
to give way to dwarf birches and Tundra. Many parts of the
coast are rugged, bounded by steep mountain slopes and cliffs.
On the narrow beaches drifts of snow may be seen even in
the middle of June. There are some excellent meadows with
tall, thick, luscious grass in the central depression. Agriculture
is limited to the south of the peninsula, and even here it is
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to grow wheat.
In" the mountains there are flocks of hundreds of wild
mountain sheep. The forests are inhabited by bears and
sable, the fur of the latter being of great value. But although